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by Maribeth Dwyer
photos by Cyrile Van Duser

FOR A SUNDAY RELEASE
What do Johnny and Joan want to be when they grow up?
programmer, nuclear physicist, television producer?

Astronaut, computer

Careers unheard of outside

of science fiction not so long ago are suddenly possible for Johnny and Joan if
they have the requisite ability and education.
These glamor jobs are investing the time-honored profession of teaching with
new appeal for the younger generation.

Spaceships and electronic miracles are

shrinking the globe to readily girdable girth while what is known about the universe
grows to literally astronomical proportions.
The times call for trained scientists to preside over the accelerating un
veiling of the mysteries of the physical realm - and for liberally educated social
scientists and humanists to assist in turning the marvels of science to the better
ment of man instead of his destruction.

These two groups must share something of

each other's worlds if a dangerous polarity of dehumanized technicians and ivorytower dreamers is to be avoided.
These 20th-century facts of life pose a tremendous challenge to educators.
The key figure in coping with the "knowledge explosion" is the teacher.
Typical of the bright young people preparing in ever greater numbers for an
exciting and rewarding career in teaching is Susan Kidder, 21-year-old Montana
State University coed from Kalispell.
Susan, who has maintained better than a B average at MSU, is a candidate for
the bachelor’s degree in elementary education at the end of winter quarter.
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As she nears her goal, she can look back over four years of training that has
balanced a broad educational background with specific courses in teaching technique.
The School of Education requires elementary-education majors to earn about 80
per cent of their credits in subject-matter courses and about 20 per cent in pro
fessional education courses.
majors, who must take about

The ratio is even higher for secondary-education

90 per cent of their work in the subject areas in which

they are going to teach.
This insistence on a well rounded academic program means that nearly all
departments of the University are involved in some way in teacher training.
numbers of students are, too.

Large

It is estimated that from one-fourth to one-third

of all students registered at MSU at any one time will eventually complete require
ments for a teaching certificate.
Some of them, like Susan, specialize in elementary education.

Others prepare

for careers in secondary teaching, school administration, counseling and guidance,
library service, or educational research.

The MSU School of Education is fully

authorized by national and regional accrediting agencies to offer programs in
these areas and to grant degrees in education at the baccalaureate, master and
doctoral levels.
All of them are motivated by more than the prospect of economic security held
out by a career in education.

They have more compelling reasons for entering the

field, including the scope it offers for the full use of their talents and for
service.
Henry Adams pretty well summed up what it means to be a teacher in a sentence:
"A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops."
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